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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
For  the  year  ending  51st  December  JJT£§. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  CHATTERIS  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
I submit  hereafter  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Chattel  is  Urban  District. 


ESTIMATED  POPULATION  - 

mid 

1964  - 5,470 

mid 

1965  - 5,490 

mid 

1 966  - 5,520 

mid 

1987  - 5,520 

mid 

1968  - 5,520 

mid 

1 969  - 5,510 

mid 

1 970  - 5,520 

mid 

1971  - 5,560 

mid 

1 972  - 5,620 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

- 71 

1964 

- 85 

— 

15.54 

per 

thousand  population 

1965 

- 87 

- 

15.87 

per 

thousand  population 

1 966 

- 61 

- 

11  .05 

per 

thousand  population 

1967 

- 81 

- 

14.70 

per 

thousand  population 

1968 

- 73 

- 

13.20 

per 

thousand  population 

1969 

- 74 

- 

13.41 

per 

thousand  population 

1970 

- 62 

- 

11  .23 

per 

thousand  population 

1971 

- 74 

- 

13.30 

per 

thousand  population 

1972 

- 71 

- 

12.6 

per 

thousand  population 

ILLEGITIMATE  LIVE  BIRTHS  - 7 


1964  - 7 - 
1 965  - 3 - 

1 966  - 5 - 

1967-8  - 

1968  - 4 - 

1969  - 1 - 

1 970  - 8 - 

1971  - 5 - 

1972  - 7 - 

STILL  BIRTHS  - 2 

1964  - 2 - 

1 965  - 1 - 

1966  - 0 - 

1967  - 2 - 

1968  - 1 - 

1969  - 0 - 

1970  - 1 - 

1971  - 3 - 

1972  - 2 - 


8.23  percent  of  live  births 
3*45  percent  of  live  births 
8.19  percent  of  live  births 
9.87  percent  of  live  births 
5.48  percent  of  live  births 
1 .37  percent  of  live  births 
12.90  percent  of  live  births 
6.73  percent  of  live  births 
10.0  percent  of  live  births 


22.9  per 

11.4  per 
00.0  per 

24.0  per 

13.5  per 
00.0  per 

15.9  per 

38.9  per 

27.0  per 


thousand  of 
thousand  of 
thousand  of 
thousand  of 
thousand  of 
thousand  of 
thousand  of 
thousand  of 
thousand  of 


total  births 
total  births 
total  births 
total  births 
total  births 
total  births 
total  births 
total  births 
total  births 


INFANT  MORTALITY  - 0 


1964 

1965 
1 966 

1967 

1968 
1 969 

1970 

1971 

1972 


1 death  - 11. 76  per  thousand  live  births 
7 deaths  - 80.46  per  thousand  live  births 

3 deaths  - 49.18  per  thousand  live  births 

5 deaths  - 81 .73  per  thousand  live  births 

1 death  - 13.69  per  thousand  live  births 

1 death  - 13.51  per  thousand  live  births 

1 death  - 18.13  per  thousand  live  births 

no  deaths 
no  deaths 


1 


J.IOT-'  ' ' 


v : •;  t . 


j n : • 


' 

not, 


. .\>J' 

\;0'"  ;•  • - 

■ ;-,n. 

0.1  ; i-  rr  ; 

0 

- ■ 0 • 

• X 

ni  . 

' - ’ : ' ■;  . 

••  • r;  i 

hi  ' 

■ 

• 

X : r 

- ■ . • a.  r 

• 

of 

ai- 

.oav 

• ' 

: 

Hi  ■ 

• ■ :V 

' 

- . 

■■  i;;a  :.0  • 

•:  V : 

■ r 


vj  •' 
. 


*r.  : - • 


r.-vil  lo 


■ 6 •'  r.  L r.?  . 

sx  • d . 

- ■;  \ 1 . 

. . / • vi 

a ■ - - ' : 


" -;-7 

; , 


vx. 


v-x  ; 1, Op, 

• - v y v / ■. 
a-".,.  •:  vil  . . 


..  ■ « L 


a . ■ $ i ■ 

a -x  i . " 


-C-jjQ  i 1c 

j -.:v;  ic 
■aXoX 
• ' 1.0  b‘V<  ■: 


aril  x ■■  1 

a.  . ; ; 

' 

. "■ . cr  j 


■ V ...  : ■ ;■ 


— -V  -- 


■ - p P 


ad.: 

. : I 

« >.  ■ ; 

rf 

a: id  X 

: : t 

- : ■ . ' 

hr  •-  c.  a-  ri 

■ 

. !. 

'•  '.  ~ J 

'v 

&\  - ’ 

:~T  :..i 

" " : 

- 

c " X X 

..v  ■ •; 

' • ■ " ■ - V.. 


' * •- 

a- . ■ ■'  ... .■ i . •.  b 

■■  V O'  - ' . 

■ : ■ _ i » . - 


; 


INFANT  MORTALITY  RAT'S  (under  one  year  old)  Nil. 

NEO  NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (under  four  weeks  old)  Nil. 
EARLY  NEO  NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (under  one  week)  Nil. 
MATERNAL  MORTALITY  RATE  Nil. 

DEATHS  The  main  causes  of  death  were:- 


Male  Female  Total 


Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine 

3 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

1 

- 

1 

Leukaemia 

1 

- 

1 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 

2 

2 

4 

Anaemias 

1 

- 

1 

Hypertensive  Disease 

1 

- 

1 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

11 

7 

18 

Other  forms  of  Heart  Disease 

2 

7 

9 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

3 

5 

8 

Influenza 

1 

- 

1 

Pneumonia 

3 

4 

7 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

1 

- 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

- 

1 

1 

Peptic  Ulcer 

1 

- 

1 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 

2 

- 

2 

Diseases  of  Skin,  Subcutaneous  Tissue 

- 

1 

1 

Congenital  Anomalies 

- 

1 

1 

All  other  Accidents 

— 

1 

1 

Total  of  all  C aus es 

30 

32 

62 

Death  Rate  per  thousand  population  = 10.9 

WATER  SUPPLY 


WISBECH  & District  Water  Board  is  the  Statutory  Authority  and 
piped  mains  supply  water  from  Marham,  Norfolk. 

Frequent  bacteriological  examinations  have  been  undertaken 
during  1972  on  the  samples  from  the  Board’s  sourceworks  and  the 
distribution  system  in  this  area.  The  results  have  been  of  a 
very  high  standard.  Many  chemical  analyses  have  also  been 
carried  out. 

All  new  mains  were  sterilised,  samples  taken  and  bacteriological 
examinations  made  before  the  mains  were  put  into  service. 

No  connections  were  permitted  until  the  water  in  the  mains  was 
of  the  highest  standard  of  purity. 

There  we re  no  cases  of  contamination  of  the  water  supply  in  the 
Chatteris  Urban  District  during  1972. 

Bacteriological  Samples  taken  in  the  Chatteri s Urban  District 
Total  Tests  Negative  Tests  Positive  Tests  % Negative  Tests 
70  70  Nil  100% 
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SCHEDULE  OF  WORK  carried  out  in  the  Chatteris  Urban  District 
between  1st  January  and  31st  December  1 972. 


New  Mains Laid : 

Housing  Site,  off  New  Road,  ) 

Chatteris . 

Housing  Site,  off  High  Street) 

ChatteriSc  ) 

Housing  Site,  off  Birch  ) 

Avenue,  Chatteris  ) 


193  yards  4U  p.v.c. 
14  yards  3i?  ptv.c, 

20  metres  3U  p.v.e, 
217  metres  4”  p.v.c, 


Additional  Domestic  Properties  Supplied:  - 20 
PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

A weekly  collection  of  refuse  is  carried  out  in  the  built-up 
area  of  the  Urban  District  and  a fortnightly  collection  is 
carried  out  in  the  outlying  fens. 


RIVERS  o STREAMS  AND  WATERCOURSES 

There  are  no  natural  rivers  and  streams,  the  town  being  built 
on  a layer  of  Kimmeridge  clay  thrown  up  and  forming  high  land 
running  north  to  south  and  the  rainfall  gravitated  off  the 
east  and  west  slopes  to  artificial  dykes  and  to  main  drains 
constructed  some  three  hundred  years  ago  when  the  fens  were 
reclaimed.  There  has  been  no  pollution  of  these  watercourses 
notified . 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 

This  is  on  the  water  carriage  system  in  the  Urban  District. 
SCHOOLS 


All  are  supplied  with  piped  mains  water  and  generally 
satisfactory  sanitary  conditions. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  two  main  sewage  works  at  Acre  Pen  and  Nightlayer  Pen  are 
working  satisfactorily  and  the  effluent  standard  is  to  the 
Royal  Commission  Standards  and  the  satisfaction  of  the  Great 
Ouse  River  .Authority. 

HOSPITAL  SERVICES 

Hospital  service  is  available  at  Doddington,  Wisbech,  Peterborough, 
Cambridge,  Kings  Lynn  and  R.A.P.  Ely.  To  date,  Doddington,  being 
the  nearest,  has  undertaken  the  bulk  of  the  work.  Fortunately 
for  us  there  is  a very  small  waiting  list  for  most  specialities. 
Unfortunately  during  1972  the  Casualty  Department  and  sometimes 
the  Surgical  Department  were  completely  closed  for  various 
reasons.  This  caused  great  inconvenience  both  to  patients  and 
General  Practitioners  in  that  sometimes  more  than  one  hospital 
had  to  be  contacted  to  obtain  an  available  bed  and,  moreover. 
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Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29099729 


to  relatives  and  friends  of  the  patients  because  of  the  much 
greater  travelling  distances  in  an  area  poorly  supplied  with 
public  transport. 

In  the  proposals  for  the  re-organisation  of  the  Hospital  Service 
it  has  been  revealed  that  all  the  surgical  work  at  Doddington 
Hospital  will  be  undertaken  at  Peterborough.  Assurances  have 
been  made  that  Peterborough  is  completely  adequate  to  undertake 
this  increased  work  load.  However,  the  M.P.  for  Peterborough, 

Sir  Harmar  Nicholls,  is  now  calling  for  another  hospital  to  be 
built  of  an  equal  size  to  the  existing  recently  completed 
hospital,  simply  to  match  the  rapid  expansion  of  industrial  and 
home  development  which  has  exploded  in  the  City  of  Peterborough. 
This  cry  for  more  hospital  beds  creates  a bleak  picture  for 
reridents  in  the  Pens.  It  appears  that  we  are  to  be  forgotten 
and  uncatered  for. 

FAMILY  PLANNING 

Family  Planning  is  available  in  Chatteris  at  the  surgery  during 
normal  surgery  hours.  If  further  advice  is  required  for  more 
complicated  procedures,  then  patients  are  referred  to  the 
Family  Planning  Clinic  at  the  March  Health  Centre.  The  Health 
Visitor  in  Chatteris  attends  all  young  families  providing 
opportunities  for  discussion  of  such  topics  as  contraception 
and  infant  well  are.  Deformed,  backward  and  maladjusted  children 
are  regularly  inspected  and  aided  when  necessary.  Nevertheless 
some  of  apparent  low  I.Q.  remain  undetected  until  later  in  life. 

NURSING  SERVICE 

The  Nursing  Service  is  excellent.  Chatteris  has  two  residential 
nurses  and  another  full-time  midwife  who  lives  away  from  Chatteris. 
There  is  also  a full-time  Health  Visitor. 


There  is  complete  liaison  between  the  nurses  and  the  General 
Practitioners.  Difficult  cases  are  discussed  at  the  surgery, 
usually  over  a cup  of  tea.  Liaison  between  the  hospitals  and 
the  medical  services  is  good. 

INFECTIOUS  FEVERS 


The  figures  for  measles  during  the  past  seven  years  are  given 
below :- 

During  1966  there  were  112  cases 
During  1 967  there  were  85  cases 
During  1968  there  were  13  cases 
During  1969  there  were  11  cases 
During  1 970  there  were  6 cases 
During  1971  there  were  117  cases 
During  1972  there  were  0 cases 


1972  is  the  first  year  that  no  cases  of  measles  have  been 
reported.  This  is  very  gratifying.  Measles  can  be  a very 
distressing  and  unpleasant  illness  which,  in  the  past,  has 
been  accepted  as  the  child’s  lot,  a part  of  the  growing  up 
process.  However,  with  immunisation,  this  need  not  be  so. 

In  Chatteris  we  are  making  a determined  attempt  to  educate 
mothers  by  personal  contact  rather  than  simply  by  relying  on 
notices  which  are  usually  ignored. 
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CAUSE  FOR  CONCERN 


It  seems  to  me  to  be  such  a pity  that  a considerable  number 
of  teenage  girls  only  learn  the  facts  of  contraception  after 
they  have  become  pregnant.  While  they  are  hospitalised,  if 
they  obtain  a termination  of  pregnancy,  they  are  approached  by 
a Family  Planning  Officer  with  the  object  of  preventing  a 
recurrence.  At  these  consultations  it  is  all  too  frequently 
revealed  that  no  precautions  were  taken  whatsoever,  the  girl 
thinking  that  nothing  could  happen  to  her.  In  the  permissive- 
ness of  the  present  age  surely  the  girl  must  be  educated  to 
have  more  responsibility  to  herself  and  society. 

FLUORIDATION  OF  WATER 

The  fluoridation  of  the  water  supply  remains  the  same  in  that 
the  local  Council  have  passed  in  principle  the  fluoridation  of 
the  water  supply  but  that  Councils  on  the  same  pipe  lines  have 
refused.  It  is  a pity  that  members  of  these  Councils  could  not 
spend  a few  hours  in  Dental  Clinics  and  see  for  themselves  the 
misery  and  ill-health  they  are  doing  nothing  to  alleviate. 


I am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Members 


Your  obedient  servant 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


S UMMARY  OF  FOOD  I NS PECT IONS 


1972 


1 . Number  of  Food  Promises 


Cafes  2 
Hotels  1 
Milk  Retailers  3 
Bakers  2 


Fishmongers  2 
Grocers  16 
Butchers  7 
Greengrocers  6 


2 . Number  of  premises  registered  under  Section  1 6 of  the 
Food  and  Drug  Act,  1 955 


Ice  Cream  Retailers  15 

Sausage  Producers  5 


3 • Disposal .of  Condemned  Food 

Condemned  food  is  disposed  by  by  burning  except  for  large 
articles  and  tinned  foods  which  are  normally  buried 
surrounded  by  q_uick-lime. 

4 . Food  Condemned 

14.  2.72  Contents  of  deep  freeze  in  shop 

11.  5.72  Contents  of  deep  freeze  in  shop 

25.  5.72  146  No.  bags  x 25  kilos  of  Egyptian  onions 

21.  6.72  331  nets  x 28  obs.  carrots 

27.  6.72  Contents  of  deep  freeze  in  shop 

30.  6.72  371  nets  x 28  obs.  NKS  carrots 

15.10.72  Contents  of  ice  cream  cabinet  in  shop 

MEAT  INSPECTIONS  AT  SLAUGHTER  HOUSES 

in  1272 


Beasts 

Pigs 

Sheep  & 
Lambs 

Weight  of 
meat  condemned 

J anuary 

13 

27 

44 

37 

lbs. 

February 

14 

20 

42 

— 

March 

19 

18 

45 

5* 

lbs. 

April 

13 

20 

36 

24 

lbs . 

May 

15 

16 

47 

18 

lbs . 

June 

14 

24 

53 

6 

lbs . 

July 

10 

1 4 

37 

20 

lbs . 

August 

15 

14 

59 

4 

lbs . 

September 

11 

1 6 

43 

3 

lbs . 

October 

1 4 

18 

47 

16 

lbs . 

November 

15 

24 

46 

23 

lbs . 

December 

7 

13 

23 

9 

lbs. 

Totals 

160 

224 

522 

l65i 

lbs . 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFF  I CUR  OF'  HEALTH 
IN  RESPECT  OF'  THE  Y.A.R  1 972 
FOR  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  CHATTERIS 
IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  CAMBRIDGESHIRE 

FACTOR .IES_ACTj^l^X,- 

Prescribed  Particulars  of  the  Administration 
of  the  Factor ies  Act,  1937 


- INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  Health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspector) 


Premises 


Number  on 


Number  of 


Notices  Prosecutions 


Factories  in  which  Sec. 
1 ,2,3,4  and  6 are  to 
be  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 

5 

0 

0 

0 

Factories  not  in  above 
in  which  Sec.  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

23 

28 

0 

0 

Other  premises  in 
which  Sec.  7 is  enfor- 
ced by  Local  Authority 
(excluding  Outworkers 
premises 

0 

0 

0 

0 

TOTAL 

28 

28 

0 

0 

2.  - Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  - Nil, 


PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 
QUT-yi/ORK  ( s e c t i ons  110  and  111  ) 

There  are  no  longer  any  Outworkers  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Act  registered  within  the  Urban  District. 


Signature 


/ . 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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